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Giant Step for Ear Implants

Six-year-old Serena Rush lovestobeltout |t s a Har d hekfavoritek
tune from the musical  Annie, and someday she hopes to be a stage actress,
when sheds not being a | ifeguard. Whic

was diagnosed as deaf when she was 1.

ol am very smart -danciagaifjos -jammeg, theaterlgeng,
soon-to-be second grader from Silver Springs, MD.

Serena is now able to hear much of her world with the help of a cochlear im-
plant she received when she was two and one -half.

A cochlear implant is a small, complex electronic device that helps children

and adults with little or no hearing pick up sounds -including human voices,
music and environmental noises, says John Hopkins cochlear implant sur-

geon John Niparko.

Cochlear i mplant technology has been a
adults first received them, says Gordon Hughes, program director of clinical

trials at the National Institute on Deafness and Other Communication Disor-

ders. More recent scientific advances have made them more amendable to

being implanted in the less fully formed skulls of babies and toddlers,

Hughes says.

Researchers are also now finding that placing implants in both ears (the pro-

tocol had previously been one ear), as well as using combo cochlear im-

pl ants/ hearing aids, appears to signif
to hear more nuanced sounds, Niparko says.

oltds a fascinating story thatds unf ol
been able to achieve represent a combining of developments on several

Continued on page 3
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Dates to
Remember

AL

11-01 Daylight Savings
ends

11-09 Night group
Meeting

11-11 Vet er a

11-19 Day Group
Meeting

11-26 Thanksgiving

The Hearing Loss Association of Oklahoma City newsletter is
published monthly by the Hearing Loss Association of Oklahoma
City. The views and ideas expressed herein are those of the
editor and staff of the Hearing Loss Association of Oklahoma City
and may not always reflect those of Hearing Loss Association of
America.

For further information, please contact one of the persons listed
below, or write to our newsletter address. E-mail the editor &
vmeadel@-cox.net.

Articles due by the 3rd Thursday of the month

Ron Hendricks  Night Group Pres. 721 -0757
Board President
Larry Slaughter Day Group Pres 577-2746
Larry Slaughter  Treasurer 577-2746
Vernice Meade Editor 794 -0240
537-4907 cell

The Evening Group meets at 7:00 P.M. on the second
Monday of each month in the first  floor conference room at
INTEGRIS Third Age Life Center, 51 00 N. Brookline Ste. 100.
Social period is from 6:30 until 7:00 P.M. and following the
meeting.

The Day Group meets at 1:30 P.M. on the third Thursday of
each month in the first floor conference room at INTEGRIS
Third Age Life Center, 51 00 N. Brookline Ste. 100. There is a
social period preceding the meeting at 1:00 p.m.

Come to either or both groups! Bring your spouse,
significant other, and friends. Meetings are free. Everyone is
very welcome.

We look forward to meeting you!

For those who love the philosophy of
ambiguity

Donot sweat t he

pet the sweaty things.

petty

One tequila, two tequila, three tequila,
floor.

Atheism isanon -prophet organization.

If man evolved from monkeys and apes,
why do we still have monkeys and
apes?

| went to a bookstore and asked the

sal eswoman, 0 Wh e rhelsec- t
tiond She said i f she
defeat the purpose.

What if there were no hypothetical
guestions?

If a deaf child signs swear words, does
his mother wash his hands with soap?

If someone with multiple personalities
threatens to kill himself, is it consid-
ered a hostage situation?

Is there another word for synonym?

What do you do when you see an en-
dangered animal eating an endangered
plant?

If a parsley farmer is sued, can they
garnish his wages?

| f a turtle doesnot h

homeless or naked?

Q)

Why do they put Braille on the drive
through bank machines?

How do they get deer to cross the road
only at those yellow road signs?

One nice thing about egotists: They
donot talk about

Is it possible to have a civil war?

ot her

If one synchronized swimmer drowns,
do the rest drown too?

If you try to fail, and succeed, which
have you done?

t hi



Continued from page 1

fronts, in neurobiology and technology. The technologies are getting smaller,
faster and smarter. o

About 150,000 people worldwide have received cochlear implants. In the
USA, roughly 30,000 adults and more than 30,000 children wear them, says
Niparko, quoting industry figures.

Cochlear implants are more effective when they are implanted as early as
possible in children born deaf because a developing brain is better at adapt-
ing to the flow of new information, Niparko says.

Hughes says toddlers - even babies in some cases & are now garnering su-
perb results. o0Their brains are | i ke s
benefits of that sound stimulation. o

Such children can develop normally, says Debara Tucci, associate professor
of otolaryngology -head and neck surgery at Duke University Medical Center.

0OThey are mainstreamed in school. They
need sign | anguage. 0
Serenads mother, Laur i Rush, a clinica

a college for the deaf in Washington D.C., says she is thankful for the tech-
nology that allows her daughter to make hearing friends and sing to her fa-
vorite songs and attend the theater. But, she says, she stills encourages
Serena to use sign language so she can be part of both the hearing and deaf
communities she spans.

OMy issue iIis that the iIimplants are no-t
o-hearing. She has about 70% hearing, 0

She says Serena cannot hear her in a car, at the mall or in other crowded
spaces because of too much ambient noi
ceiving enough auditory information via the auditory nerve to understand

each separate sound in a noise -challenged environment.

olt is obviously a |l ess sophisticated
vides, 0 says Jeff Greiner, prbassedcdcbleatim-a
plant maker Advanced Bionics. He says fairly intense hearing and speech
therapy is required after an i mplant.
plants, but it enables them to actually hear a tremendous amount and be

able to do well i n school . 0

Cochlear implants have improved quality of life for many adults who are not

Continued on page 4
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Continued from page 3

helped by hearing aids. Tucci says adults who have recently lost their hearing because of
disease, trauma or medication that causes side effects seek these devices, usually encour-
aged by a family member who has noticed their increasing withdrawal from conversation
and increased isolation because of hearing loss.

Says Hughes: 0Some adult patients do so well,

device on.
By Mary Brophy Marcus

USA TODAY
Dear HLAers (members & friends),
We need your help.
As you know, everything is getting more expensive -- including the cost of mailing
this newsletter. We are currently mailing approximately 350 newsletters. About

250 of these go to "members" and "friends" the balance to professionals & other HLA
organizations. Now, here is the situation.....we have only 29 members who have
paid their dues!

Won't you please consider paying your local dues? Only $10 annually. You'll con-
tinue to receive your newsletter and support the mission of Hearing Loss Associa-
tion of Oklahoma City.

Of course we also encourage you to join the national association -- $35 for individu-
als & $45 for a family (a subscription to Hearing Loss Magazine _is included)

Ron Hendricks, Chapter President

Here's a 77p as yvoir ge7 olger-
Never wear @ Aearrmmg arda,

bHecawse F yoew Go,
pLecpl/e expecy yoir
7o fixTer o TFer»r.

v




HLAA CONVENTION 2010

s Méleo aulce e

Convention Planning is Heating Up!

Milwaukee? If you are still shaking
your head and wond
Mi | waukee?, 06 then
this Milwaukee Guide  which has
complete information about family
friendly activities, shopping, din-

ing, transportation everything you

need to make your trip to Conven-

tion 2010 a memorable one. Never
been to Milwaukee? You must see
thiscity -youdl | b e

e
t

Isur p

Call for Papers is Open

Interested in presenting a work-
shop at Convention 2010? We
welcome your proposals for five
educational tracks by November
20, 2010. The tracks are: Advo-
cacy and Access, Hearing Tech-
nology, Medical Issues, Relation-
ships and Communication and
Young Adults

Please take a few minutes to read
the Instructions prior to complet-
ing the Call for Papers  submis-
sion form . Any questions about
the Call for Papers should be di-
rected to Nancy Macklin at
nmacklin@hearingloss.org

Convention 2010 attendees are
sure to be
keynote speaker, Bill Barkeley.
Beingdeaf -b | i nd

I nspir

doesn

him down in the least - Bill recently com-
pleted a climb of Mount Kilimanjaro in Af-
rica, and hedl |l be |
adults to the Peruvian Amazon in July 2010
as part of the partnership of Global Explor-
ers and Hearing the World.  Learn more
about the expedition Bill will be leading
Application deadline is December 1, 2009.

HLAA is pleased to announce that Dr. Cath-
erine Palmer will moderate the Research
Symposium, Hearing Aid Research and De-
velopment: What It Means for the Con-
sumer.

Convention planning is well under way, so
check the Convention page on our website
frequently for news and updates.

hatRy//weyw;hearingioss.org e a r 6 s

0O t sl ow
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https://webmail.east.cox.net/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fhlaa.convio.net%252Fsite%252FR%253Fi%253DPbbBQhVehGMymSDFli0sUQ..
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https://webmail.east.cox.net/do/mail/message/mailto?to=nmacklin%40hearingloss.org
https://webmail.east.cox.net/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fhlaa.convio.net%252Fsite%252FR%253Fi%253DPt1m58V_iI4hmon3Da1PAA..
https://webmail.east.cox.net/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fhlaa.convio.net%252Fsite%252FR%253Fi%253D9N7gyDk624avE-SxQd8iDQ..
https://webmail.east.cox.net/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fhlaa.convio.net%252Fsite%252FR%253Fi%253D9N7gyDk624avE-SxQd8iDQ..
https://webmail.east.cox.net/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fhlaa.convio.net%252Fsite%252FR%253Fi%253DBQcKelApr1Rlm0WDY2w05A..

IP Relay and 10 -Digit Numbering

On September 25, 2009, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) held a workshop

to talk about the need for consumers to get 10 -digit numbers for their Video Relay Service
and their IP Relay. At the meeting it became clear that many people have learned and are
registering for VRS, but many people are using IP Relay who have NOT registered for IP Re-
lay.

Do you use IP Relay? If you do, be sure to register with your provider (Sprint, Hamilton,
etc.) to be sure you can still use IP smoothly after November 12, 2009. [Read on]

HLAA Joins JFA AN for a Meeting with ODEP Assistant Secretary Martinez

Justice for All Action Network (JFA AN) is a cross -disability coalition of national organiza-
tions by and for people with disabilities. HLAA has joined and now serves on the steering
committee and the employment committee.

Last Friday, we joined others from JFA AN to meet with Assistant Secretary of the Office of
Disability Employment Policy (ODEP) Kathy Martinez, at the U.S. Department of Labor to
discuss a number of issues impacting people with disabilities:

Federal government and contractors as employer;

Navigator Program;

Sub -minimum wage - 14 c; and,

Interagency Commission.
Ms. Martinez and staff was most welcoming and invited us to continue the dialog in quar-
terly meetings. We expect to engage in conversation on these and other important employ-
ment issues in the coming months and years.

Visit HLAA's employment page for more information and to download the HLAA Employ-
ment Toolkit. http://www.hearingloss.org

From your editor: | know that many of you are wondering why in the past you
have received your newsletter with a staple to hold it together and now you are
getting loose pages. The post office has changed their policy and any item that is
stapled is considered non -machineable which means that they can not be put
through their machine sorters. If we staple them, the cost of each newsletter
goes from .19 cents to .42 cents. | hope that receiving the newsletter this way is
not creating a problem for anyone. We strive to make our newsletter, current,
educational and easily accessible.



https://webmail.east.cox.net/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fhlaa.convio.net%252Fsite%252FR%253Fi%253D6WHBBHyWeQMQyWEmxn6onA..
https://webmail.east.cox.net/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fhlaa.convio.net%252Fsite%252FR%253Fi%253Dv3oZRCDAjkpAi-zXr_IEhw..

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: CONTACT:
September 29, 2009 Nancy Macklin

Director of Events and Marketing
nmacklin@hearingloss.org

House to Hold Hearing on Emergency Alerting
HLAA Set to Testify Wednesday, September 30, 2009

Bethesda, Maryland - The House Transportation and Infrastructure Subcommittee on Eco-
nomic Development, Public Buildings and Emergency Management, will hold a hearing ti-
tled "This is NOT a Test: Will the Nation's Emergency Alert System Deliver the President's
Message to the Public?" The hearing will focus on the modernization of the Integrated Pub-
lic Alert and Warning System (IPAWS).

The Committee has invited Lise Hamlin, director of public policy and state development,
Hearing Loss Association of America, to be a withess and give testimony about what is
happening to people with hearing loss who attempt to get the information they need during
an emergency. Hamlin is expected to testify that people with hearing loss do not get emer-
gency information in a way that is accessible to them. When an emergency message is de-
livered verbally, often people with hearing loss do not receive the information visually. The
emergency alert system needs to take better advantage of technology that is accessible to
people with disabilities to bring them the emergency information they need.

Testimony will also be given by: the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), Gov-
ernment Accountability Office (GAO), a representative of Public Television Stations, as well
as people from the hearing loss, English as a second language, and the emergency man-
agement communities.

These hearings wildl be streamed | ive with cap
transportation.house.gov

About the Hearing Loss Association of America

The Hearing Loss Association of America (HLAA), founded in 1979, opens the world of com-
munication to people with hearing loss through information, education, advocacy and sup-

port. HLAA publishes the bimonthly Hearing Loss Magazine , holds annual conventions
Walk4Hearing , and more. Information can be found at www.hearingloss.org . The national
headquarters is located at 7910 Woodmont Avenue, Suite 1200, Bethesda, MD 20184.

Phone: 301.657.2248. HLAA has chapters and state organizations across the country.
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|
Solutions for Oklahomans with Hearing Loss. | will be attending
Yes,

I |:|Sa'tuldﬂjr Ociober 24, 2008 at Oklahoma City at the Shepherd Mall Activity Room, Suite 408, 2401 NW 23rd St
I |:|Ea'tulday Movember 14, 2008 in Lawton at the Executive Inn, 3134 NW Cache Road.

I |:|Sa'tuldﬂjr March &, 2010 in Sulphur at Oklahoma Schoal for the Deaf Small Gym, 1100 E Oklahoma St

I |:|Ea't|.|ldﬂy March 27, 2010 in Tulsa at the Radisson Hotel, 10818 E 415t 5t

| Contact Mame:
| Best way to contact you - phone, email, VP or text
| Humber of pecple participating:

IAH_interplE‘tersmd CART will be provided, please list any other accommodations you will require, such as assistive
| listening devices and dietary concems:

For Oklahomans with He nd their Families

Oklahoma Department of Rehabilitation Services and the Oklahoma Department
of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Senvices invite you and anyone else
affected by hearing loss to come and share their concems and suggestions for
senvices to Oklahomans with hearing loss. You are the expert on what is working for
Oklahomans with hearing loss and what is needed that is not available right now.

Come be a part of the solution

With your concems and suggestions, we will be developing a strategic plan for
Semnvices to the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (SDHH). We will present the strategic
plan to the communities in the spring.

All meetings will begin at 10 a.m. and end around 3 p.m.

Lunch will be provided at mo charge to participants.

Please RSVP at least one week before the event so we can plan for lunch.

Please mail the below portion to SDHH, 2401 NW 23rd 5t, Suite 65,
Oklahoma City, OK 73107 or e-mail hcrumley@okdrs.gov.

Oklaboma Oklahoma Department
. of
HIHS WE‘IH of Mental Health and
' I Substance Abuse Services

| want to come to the Town Hall Meetings and be a part of the
the following regional meeting and want the yummy lunch:




Oklahoma ABLE Tech is fortunate to part ner with a variety of agencies to
provide Oklahomans with disabilities improved access to assistive technology
(AT). Each partner offers an assistive technology center where individuals

can try out assistive technology such as aids for daily living, hearing or vi-

sion loss, computer access hardware or software, or communication devices.
Individuals receive specialized support from staff at each location and gain
hands -on time comparing features of devices. Oklahomans can also borrow
the equip ment through a short  -term loan program for use at home, work, or
in education. The Faye Donalson Hearing Helpers Room in Oklahoma City is

one of ABLE Techds partners. ABLE Tec

those people who do not meet the criteria for no or low cost equipment from
the Department of Rehabilitation Services. The Oklahoma Equipment Ex-
change is a free program to help Oklahomans with disabilities acquire afford
able equipment. Log onto the Equipment Exchange website, http://
oec.okstate.edu, or call ABLE Tech to list your devices or inquire about prod-
ucts at 888 -885-5588.

—

A new agency has just been created in Oklahoma. It is called Oklahoma Coa-
lition Against Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault. It is for people with dis-
abilities who have been subjected to domestic violence and/or sexual assault.
Domestic violence is rising not only in Oklahoma but in many other states as
well. Jeremiah Sisosky, M.S., CM is the Disabilities Access Coordinator. He
would like the HoH community to be aware of the Oklahoma Summit on Vio-
lence Against Native Women which is to be presented on December 2nd from
7 am i 4pm and December 3rd from 8 am to 4 pm and is free. This program

is being sponsored by the Institute for Native Justice. You can reach Mr.
Sisosky at (405) 512 -5577 (TDD or relay call), (405) 524  -0700 voice or email
jeremiah@ocadvsa.org. This agency is located at 3815 N. Santa Fe, Ste 124 in
Oklahoma City .

Please visit our website . http://lwww.okc -hearingloss.org.  This website
has listed many hearing loss resources for you to visit for information and
features other points of interest. If you have not checked it out, please do so

now.

We also have an OKC-HLA forum . That address is: http://
groups.yahoo.com/group/OKC_HLAA . Both of these sites are available
and provide information and resources that you can access easily. Shari

Richard is the administrator and moderator of this forum




. _______________________________________________________________________________________________|
Back: Larry Slaughter, Nancy Landrum, Wanda Evans, Susan Brown. Front: Sylvia Frank and Vernice
Meade, Volunteers for the Faye Donalson Hearing Helpers Demonstration Room.

The Faye Donalson Hearing Helpers Demonstration Room was awarded the 2009 Part-
ner of the Year Award from ABLE Tech, our grant agency. They are a state agency

that awards grants to non -profit organizations. In turn these partner organizations
demonstrate and loan equipment to help people who have disabilities. This was the first
year that the Partner of the Year award was given and the Faye Donalson Hearing
Helpers Demonstration Room was the first recipient of that award. We are so proud!
The Hearing Helpers room is staffed entirely by volunteers who are experienced in
helping people find the right assistive listening device to suit their needs. We are lo-
cated in Third Age Life Center, 5100 N. Brookline, Ste. 100. Come by and see us!

10



